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the enthusiastic atmosphere of a Fourth of July celebration. The 
reading of Admiral Mahan's book leaves a strong impression of the 
national responsibilities which we have assumed and of the difficulties 
which will confront our nation in carrying these policies to a successful 
issue. So judicial-minded is the author, so fair is his method of treat- 
ment, that his readers will rarely feel a desire of contradiction, although 
they might not be ready to follow his judgment upon every point of 
detail. Thus, when he states that should Russia attempt an exclusive 
policy in the Far East, or undue control, she would be face to face 
with all naval powers whose common interest in calling her to order 
would insure cooperation, we are led to query what combination of 
powers would have stopped Russia from making herself thoroughly at 
home in Manchuria, had she not been successfully resisted by Japan. 

P. S. Reinsch. 
University of Wisconsin. 

Wool-Growing and the Tariff. A Study in the Economic His- 
tory of the United States. By Chester Whitney Wright. Har- 
vard Economic Studies, Volume. V. Boston and New York, 
Houghton, Mifflin and Company, 1910. — viii, 362 pp. 

Breadth of view is the distinguishing merit of this book. Dr. Wright 
has studied wool growing in all its relations, and the result is illumina- 
ting. The method of the work also is to be commended. In each of 
the eight periods that are distinguished the author painstakingly in- 
vestigates all the conditions surrounding the industry, such as the 
growth of population, the development of manufactures both at home 
and abroad, the competition of cotton and other substitutes for wool, 
the influence of war, the changes in price of agricultural products and 
the consequently varying competition of general farming, and the rise 
of wool growing in other lands. After this broad survey of general 
conditions during the period studied, the author takes up the growth of 
the industry in each section of the United States, indicating the local 
conditions that favored or retarded its development. 

Up to the War of 181 2 sheep were kept only as a part of the old 
household economy, and commercial wool growing began only with the 
factory production of woolen goods. Centering at first in New Eng- 
land and the middle states, the industry was driven out by dairying 
and moved westward with the frontier across the Mississippi valley. In 
consequence of expanding markets and high prices for farm products, 
combined with lessening transportation rates, which favored grain as 
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against wool, the sheep were driven from the middle West to the Rocky 
Mountain district and the Pacific slope, only to be in turn routed from 
the slope by the advance of cultivation. Now the industry is making 
a last stand in the semi-arid regions of the Rocky Mountain states, 
where its only competitor is cattle grazing. Incidentally the author 
tells the interesting story of the introduction of the merino and the 
Saxony breeds, with many other striking incidents. Always he is 
searching for the causes of growth and decline. 

On the basis of this broad study, intelligent judgment of our tariff 
policy becomes possible. As Dr. Wright points out, the wool grower 
has had to meet the competition of foreign wool and woolens, of cotton, 
corn and cattle. Small wonder that the tariff has really been of third- 
rate importance. To quote : " The grossest exaggeration has charac- 
terized general discussion and reasoning in regard to the connection 
between the tariff and the wool-growing industry" (page 324). Vari- 
ous hoary falsehoods are laid peacefully to rest, such as the assertion 
that the reduction of wool duties in 1883 was responsible for the decline 
in the number of sheep after 1884, and the statement that the Wilson 
tariff caused the destruction of the wool-growing industry. In the New 
England, middle Atlantic, north central and southern states, 

there were in 1905, after eight years of as high protective duties on wool as 
the country has ever known, fewer sheep than at any time throughout the 
period when prices in the world market were at the lowest level in years 
and wool was admitted free of duty [page 299] . 

With our advancing agriculture, sheep growing becomes relatively less 
profitable ; and we shall maintain our relative position in wool growing, 
if at all, probably at the cost of an increasingly heavy tariff and higher 
prices. Dr. Wright states his conclusions with commendable reserve 
and caution. The reviewer departs from the same standpoint to the 
extent of expressing the opinion that the facts clearly demonstrate the 
inexpediency of our tariff on wool. 

A more careful, solid and sane piece of work than Dr. Wright's book 
would be hard to find. The task is thoroughly well done and future 
students will have no need to do it over. If the narrative sometimes 
seems loaded with detail, this literary defect only adds to the scien- 
tific value of the book. It is an addition to our knowledge of American 
economic history and a strikingly fair discussion of one phase of our 

tariff policy. 

H. R. Mussey. 
Columbia University. 



